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DEMONSTRATING COMPLIANCE WITH BASICMED
As the May 1 effective date for the FAA’s BasicMed regulations (14 CFR Part 68)
approaches, it is a good time to review the eligibility requirements for BasicMed that
require certain documentation to demonstrate compliance.
Pilots must carry some of these documents while operating under the new rules, while
others are required to be kept with the pilot’s logbook or in an electronic format.
To operate under BasicMed, a pilot must meet the requirements of 14 CFR 61.23(c)(3)(as
amended in the final rule), one of which is that the pilot possess a valid U.S. driver’s
license and complies with all medical requirements or restrictions associated with that
license. In the final rule, the FAA interpreted “valid driver’s license” to mean “a current
and valid U.S. driver’s license” that is issued by a state, territory, or possession of the
United States. Pilots are required to have the driver’s license in their personal possession
when operating under BasicMed.
Another eligibility requirement set forth in amended 14 CFR 61.23 requires the pilot to
have held a regular or special issuance medical any time on or after July 15, 2006. Pilots
who meet this requirement by way of a medical certificate that is now lapsed or expired
will not be required to carry or possess the expired medical certificate while operating
under BasicMed. Furthermore, the new rules do not require the expired medical
certificate to be retained with the pilot’s logbook. Nevertheless, it may be helpful to
retain the expired medical for your own records.
The first of two documents that must be stored electronically or with the logbook of
pilots qualified to fly under BasicMed is the Comprehensive Medical Examination
Checklist, which is completed by the airman and the state-licensed physician who
conducts the examination. Part 68 requires that prior to operating under BasicMed, and
then at least every 48 months, the pilot receive a medical examination from a statelicensed physician in accordance with a checklist that will be made available by the FAA.
Under the federal law implemented by these new rules, the checklist is required to
contain many of the same questions as the current application for an airman medical
certificate. However, once the checklist is completed it is not required to be sent to the

FAA or be carried with the pilot. Rather, it must be retained with the pilot’s logbook or in
any electronic format, as long as it can be made available upon FAA request.
The same requirements also apply to the second document, known as a “certificate of
completion” for the online medical education course that pilots must complete prior to
operating under BasicMed, and then at least every 24 calendar months. The online
medical education course educates pilots on issues such as medical self-assessments,
medication, and fitness to fly. Once the course is completed, the pilot will provide limited
information that will be sent to the FAA such as the name, address, and phone number of
the airman and the physician who conducted the medical examination, state medical
license number, and date of exam. Airmen also will provide certifications as to their
fitness to fly, and an authorization for a National Driver Register check.
Once the medical education course is completed, the pilot will be provided with a
certificate of completion in a PDF, which must then be printed and kept with the pilot’s
logbook or stored in an electronic format, and made available upon FAA request. AOPA
is currently working with the FAA to obtain approval for its online medical education
course.
BasicMed regulations do not change the existing requirements of 14 CFR 61.3, which
mandate that airmen have their pilot certificate and appropriate photo identification in
their physical possession or readily accessible in the aircraft when exercising the
privileges of their certificate. The FAA has noted that an official passport, which some
pilots use to comply with the regulation’s photo identification requirement, will not
satisfy the BasicMed requirement to carry a valid U.S. driver’s license, as discussed
above.
To review all of the requirements of BasicMed, pilots are encouraged to review the final
rule as well as Advisory Circular AC 68-1, Alternative Pilot Physical Examination and
Education Requirements.

GRAPHICAL FORECASTS BECOME OPERATIONAL
The National Weather Service’s project to replace the area forecast (FA) with digital-age
interactive forecasting moved into a key phase April 13 when a graphical forecasting
tool that has been available online as an experimental offering was upgraded to
operational status.
In the next few months several other changes will occur before the area forecast is retired
for good, around next October.
In July, flight service specialists will begin working with a new tool to help them provide
pilot weather briefings: digital static images that provide a snapshot forecast of the
predominant weather, visibility, wind, and cloud coverage in three-hour increments out to
18 hours.
The specialists won’t have access to the interactive graphical forecasts that pilots can
view online because of bandwidth constraints. The static images are less data-dependent,

so they will be the alternative for the briefers as well as pilots, operators, and dispatchers
who have bandwidth-limited internet access. The static images are still under
development. Comments on them may be submitted to the National Weather
Service through April 30.
The retirement of the area forecasts will be preceded by formal notification from the
National Weather Service.
Area forecasts for Alaska, Hawaii, the Caribbean, and the Gulf of Mexico will be
unaffected by the changes, and will continue as text-based weather products.
The National Weather Service began the process of replacing the text-based area forecast
in 2014.
The National Weather Service launched the project at the behest of the FAA, which
requested that the agency provide more detailed and accurate sources of flight planning
weather information.

ADS-B Rebate Program Sees Dwindling Interest
Agency says more than 1,000 pilots never followed up on the rebate after their initial
interest.
In a report released earlier this month, the FAA documents a much slower than expected
response to its general aviation ADS-B rebate program.
Of the 20,000 rebates available, the FAA says it has processed 5,008 reservations for the
rebate, with 14,910 rebates remaining to be claimed by the September 18 deadline. That’s
less than half of the FAA’s projected goal of 12,000 reservations by April.
The program offers a $500 rebate to help GA pilots equip their airplanes with the
avionics that will be required starting January 1, 2020. Allowing 90 days to complete the
rebate process, the program is broken down into five steps: select your equipment and
schedule installation, reserve your rebate, install your ADS-B equipment, fly and
validate, then file your rebate claim.
The FAA’s report notes that there are currently 3,707 participants in the “fly and validate
phase” and 3,620 applicants have filed a claim, while 1,064 reservations have expired
with no further action. Unless all rebates have been claimed before the cutoff, the last day
to reserve a rebate is September 18, 2017.
Next Meeting
We will be starting our meetings again in May. A notice will be sent once the date and
place have been established.

